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Elections Crisis in Burundi and Regional Impacts 

 
 

Following a two-day pause, protests resumed today in the Burundian capital, Bujumbura. Two people 

were reported killed and at least six injured, bringing the overall casualty toll to at least nine dead 

(including two police officers) and more than 60 injured since civil unrest began eight days ago. Most 

businesses and banks remained closed, raising concerns of impacts this could have on an already fragile 

economy. Protests expanded beyond the several neighborhoods of the capital to which they had been 

confined, and protesters made efforts to reach city center, but were met by strong resistance by police. 

Meanwhile, protests were also reported in the communes of Mugongomanga and Muhuta in adjacent 

Bujumbura Rural Province. 
 

Despite the unrest, no significant humanitarian needs have emerged in Burundi, and neither the Burundian 

Red Cross nor the UN and NGO partners have activated their contingency plans for elections as there are 

no reports of population displacement within the country. 
 

Government efforts to block social media continued, although residents were finding means of 

circumventing this. Radio Publique Africaine remained closed. Other radio stations continued to 

broadcast in the capital, but their signals in the interior of the country remained blocked. 
 

Ushahidi, an acclaimed data management company that provides free platforms that rapidly collect data 

to visualize crisis situations, has launched an online map presenting all available confirmed reports of 

protests and related arrests, property damage, injuries and deaths in Burundi during the pre- and post- 

election period of 2015 collected from reputable news sources and the public. It aims to fill the 

information gap created by media and social media restrictions. It is available at 

https://2015burundi.crowdmap.com/ 
 

In terms of regional impact, more than 30,000 Burundians have sought asylum in neighboring countries 

(DRC, Rwanda and Tanzania) since early April, according to UNHCR. The number of registered and 

reported Burundian asylum-seekers in Tanzania jumped from 100 to 2,105 over the weekend, as 

Tanzanian authorities facilitated entry to the Kigoma Region. In Rwanda, as of 3 May, there were 24,795 

Burundian refugees reported, up from 21,000 on 29 April. Arrival rates had decreased in recent days, with 

248 and 264 reported arrivals on 2 and 3 May, respectively (compared to 3,607 people on 26 April alone). 

The UN Country Team in Rwanda is finalizing a CERF proposal to scale up response. In DRC, the most 

recent figure available was 4,000 (as of 27 April). UNHCR has begun issuing regular updates, available at 

http://unhcr-regional.or.ke/news/. 
 

Background: 
 

Civil unrest erupted on 26 April in Bujumbura after the ruling CNDD-FDD party elected President Pierre 

Nkurunziza on 25 April as its candidate for the 26 June presidential election. Nkurunziza has been in office for two 

terms since 2005, and a broad array of actors (including the UN) has warned that an attempt to seek a third term is 

unconstitutional and contrary to the spirit of the 2000 Arusha Peace and Reconciliation Agreement for Burundi that 

ended a decade of civil war in the country. The Burundian Senate has appealed to the nation’s Constitutional Court 

on the interpretation of the Constitution regarding the eligibility of President Nkurunziza’s candidature for re-

election. 
 

* * * 
 

The next Flash Update will be issued according to developments in the situation. In the meantime, for further information, 

contact Matthew Conway, Public Information Officer, OCHA Eastern Africa, at conwaym@un.org. 
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